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The Honorable John Boehner

Speaker of the House of Representatives

H-232, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Boehner,

We write today to strongly urge the immediate appointment of conferees to negotiate a Fiscal Year 2014
reconciled budget resolution with the United States Senate. Last month, the Senate joined the House of
Representatives in passing a Concurrent Resolution on the budget. Now that President Obama has
provided his spending blueprint for the approaching fiscal year, it is the responsibility of both chambers to
promptly organize a conference committee and proceed with budget deliberations under regular order.

Clearly, there are aspects of all three proposals that will elicit strong debate between chambers and across
the political spectrum. However, the American people, many of whom are still enduring the effects of an
economy in recovery, deserve no less than an honest and serious effort by the House and Senate to
reconcile differences and move our nation forward by enacting a budget.

There are significant differences in opinion on how to best set the budget on a sustainable path, strengthen
the economy and create well-paying jobs, and strengthen the programs providing the modest benefits that
allow our seniors to live with dignity. Yet, despite those disparate views, there is no excuse for
dysfunction in Congress, and there can be no justification for the failure to engage in a meaningful
attempt to find common ground.

The joint statement issued by Senate Budget Committee Chairwoman Patty Murray and House Budget
Committee Chairman Paul Ryan regarding efforts to proceed with regular order was an encouraging step.
Section 301 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 sets a statutory deadline of April 15 for Congress to
complete action on adopting a joint budget resolution conference report— a deadline that Congress has
already missed. It is the responsibility of Congress to complete its business on time. For so many
Americans struggling to make ends meet, there can be no further delay. On behalf of these men and
women, we respectfully request that you proceed with appointments to a conference committee on the
budget resolution.

Sincerely,
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David N. Cicilline Chris Van Hollen
Member of Congress : Ranking Democrat
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