Low-Income Aid Programs Are Not
“Runaway Spending’”
Spending on selected programs as a % of GDP
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Major non-health mandatory programs (SNAP, refundable portions of
the EITC and CTC, SSI, TANF, veterans pensions, and other food and
family support programs). Projections are from CBO’s August baseline. 11/4/15
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Presentation Notes
Despite Republican claims, it is simply not true that non-health related assistance provided to low-income Americans plays a significant role in creating unsustainable long-term fiscal imbalances.  While spending for mandatory programs in this category did increase during the economic downturn, as designed to automatically provide additional assistance as need rises, this spending is now on a downward trend relative to the size of the economy.  


