Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

December 1, 2025

The Honorable Russell Vought
Director

Office of Management and Budget
725 17" Street, NW

Washington, DC 20503

Dear Director Vought:

We remain alarmed that you persist in implementing an extreme agenda that jeopardizes the economic security
of the American people and shows open disregard for Congress’s constitutional power of the purse. On
Tuesday, November 18, 2025, Chairman Arrington stated that OMB should appear before the House Budget
Committee. We write in support of the Chairman’s intention and trust you will treat testifying before the
Committee as your highest priority.

The OMB Director traditionally appears within a week of the release of the President’s Budget. In some years,
OMB Directors also appeared before the Committee to discuss the Administration’s Mid-Session Review.
Additional Cabinet Secretaries also often testified and answered questions about that year’s budget and policy
priorities. But not only has the Committee yet to hear from OMB, you have also found time for multiple closed-
door meetings with House Republicans. Under Democratic Chairs, the public was never shut out from these
important exchanges. What is the Administration trying to hide?

Rather than dodge this Committee, we ask that you come forward in the light of day and give the American
people answers about the impact of your policies — including higher costs and a worsening unemployment rate.
If you truly stand by this agenda, and have found ample time to meet with House Republicans behind closed
doors, you should have no difficulty doing so in front of the full Committee.

The Committee has oversight responsibilities over OMB, including its legal authorities to manage federal
spending, implementation of the President’s budget submission, control, budget execution, and enforcement
procedures under current law. At your behest, OMB has disregarded Congress’ power of the purse, including
the Impoundment Control Act of 1974 (ICA). The Government Accountability Office (GAO) has already found
eight instances of the Administration disregarding Congressional spending decisions and violating the ICA."
This includes impounding lifesaving National Institutes of Health research grants, funding that supports work
on cures for diseases like Alzheimer’s and cancer. GAO also found that the Administration illegally withheld
funds for Head Start, infrastructure, and public-school improvements, further straining the economy and
undermining programs families count on. As you continue to disregard the law and withhold essential resources

! Government Accountability Office, B-337204.2 (Sep. 29, 2025) (online at https://www.gao.gov/products/b-337204.2), Government
Accountability Office, B-337204.1 (Sep. 15, 2025) (online at https://www.gao.gov/products/b-337204.1), Government Accountability
Office, B-337805 (Sep. 12, 2025) (online at https://www.gao.gov/products/b-337805), Government Accountability Office, B-337203
(Aug. 5, 2025) (online at https://www.gao.gov/products/b-337203), Government Accountability Office, B-337208 (July 31, 2025)
(online at https://www.gao.gov/products/b-337208), Government Accountability Office, B-337202 (July 23, 2025) (online at
https://www.gao.gov/products/b-337202), Government Accountability Office, B-337375 (June 16, 2025) (online at
https://www.gao.gov/products/b-337375), Government Accountability Office, B-337137 (May 22, 2025) (online at
https://www.gao.gov/products/b-337137).
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from communities across the country, you owe this Committee an explanation for why you believe you possess
such authority.

In addition, a legal requirement in our jurisdiction, originally proposed by a former Chairman of this
Committee,” requires OMB to publicly post information on all apportionment decisions. OMB illegally hid this
information and violated the law. Today, it only partially posts this required information, even after a court
order.’ Specifically, OMB still illegally withholds information by only incorporating by reference requirements
it is placing on agencies in secret “spend plans.” Likewise, the Administration has spent money without
Congressional appropriations. During the shutdown, the Administration engaged in non-excepted activities to
RIF federal employees, produced messages blaming Democrats for the shutdown, and promulgated regulations.

In response to these recent abuses of budget law, Budget Committee Democrats introduced the Congressional
Power of the Purse Act (H.R. 5220).

If you fail to appear before this Committee before the end of the year, this will be the only Administration in the
last 50 years to not send the OMB Director — a basic standard you yourself met during President Trump’s first
Administration (appearing in both 2019 and 2020). If you disagree with both Chairman Arrington and Budget
Democrats it will make one point unmistakably clear: you know you cannot defend an extreme agenda that is
driving up costs, weakening the labor market, and inflicting real economic harm on the American people.

We expect you to make an appearance your top priority.

Sincerely,
Lowid, 1572 o8 D
Brendan F. Boyle ’ Lloyd Doggett
Ranking Member Member of Congress
House Budget Committee
Robert C. "Bobb cott H. Peters
Member of Congress Member of Congress

2H.R. 6628, 116™ Cong. § 102 (2020).
® Order, CREW v. OMB, No. 25-5266 (D.C. Cir. Aug. 9, 2025).
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Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress
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Morgal McGarvey
Member of Congress

cc: Chairman Jodey C. Arrington
House Budget Committee
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Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Becca Balint
Member of Congress
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Gabe Amo
Member of Congress




